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MR. RADENBERG: Today is November 9, 2001. 

I'm Paul Radenberg of the Fire Department of the 

City of New York. The time is now 0756 hours. 

Q. I'm conducting an interview with -- 

A. John Felidi, Battalion 20, 2985. 

Q. Okay. Mr. Felidi is an EMT. This interview 
is being conducted at EMS Battalion 20 regarding the 
events of September 11, 2001. 

John, begin with when you were assigned to 
the job, where you were, et cetera? 

A. I was at the station in the morning when we 
were watching the news and they were showing pictures 
of what was happening at the World Trade Center, that a 
plane hit the tower. At that point, Chief Basile came 
in and said John, take the LSU truck down to the World 
Trade Center. So, that's what I did. Took the West 
Side Highway all the way down. 

I got to about the West Side Highway, between 
Barclay and Vesey Street. I couldn't go any further, 
so I parked the vehicle there and spoke to Chief 
Villani. I told him I couldn't go any further, due to 
the mass of emergency vehicles that were down there. 
So he told me go down, to take the vehicle and put it 


on the other side of the West Side Highway, which is 
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the west -- the west side of the highway there. So I 
did. I went down to -- took the West Side Highway back 
to Murray Street, made a left on Murray Street, came up 
North End, came down Vesey Street and I parked 
approximately right in this area here, which is the 
West Side Highway and Vesey Street, right here. 


Q. So, right by like 7 World Financial Center? 


A. Correct. 
Q. The American Express building? 
A. Right near there. We were doing some 


triaging, triaging a couple of patients, here and 
there. We were ordered to evacuate that area. They 
didn't give me a reason why. So that's what I did. We 
pushed down to North End and Vesey. At that point in 
time we were also doing some triaging. We -- now we 
are down there. We heard a rumble. I heard the rumble 
and looked in the back of me all I seen was a monstrous 
-- I can't even describe it. A cloud. Looked like 
debris, dust. 

We ran down to North End between Murray and 
Vesey Street. There was a -- I think there is a -- I 
thought there was a hotel and office building right 
there. We ran in there. The cloud was really really 


bad. So we ran in there and we waited until it 
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subsided. That was about like 10, 15 minutes went by. 
I was down there, I lost track of time so I really 
can't -- even speak about time. 

So after that happened, we found out that the 
second tower that was hit collapsed. We went back out, 
started triaging again. We asked a fireman that we 
had, a Captain from one of the -- actually, I don't 
even know what his name was -- what Battalion or 
whichever he was at. We were triaging there. There 
was so much debris down there, like you were covered. 

At one point while we were triaging again, we 
were told to evacuate the area because the other tower 
was about to collapse. At that point in time I tried 
to jump in the vehicle and the only thing I remember is 
getting into the vehicle. I didn't even have time to 
put the key in the ignition and that was it. That was 
so -- I mean I think I was closer to that tower than 
this one. 

Q. Yes, number 1. The north tower. 

A. Right, that's the one. That it was so dark 
down there that I couldn't even see in front of me. I 
tried even moving the vehicle about two feet but I 
couldn't do it, because people are running everywhere. 


We had EMS personnel in the middle of the street. We 
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had the New York City Police Department running. I 
seen a couple of firemen running by me, so all I did 
was get in the vehicle, stay there until -- actually it 
came to a stand still. 

That was about a few minutes. That was a 
while. The first time I got covered with it. The 
second time we knew that it was going to collapse. We 
were told to evacuate the area. That was it. I got 
into the vehicle, put the key in and I couldn't even go 
anywhere. 

About 15 minutes went by. We started 
triaging in -- I don't remember, I think the Ambassador 
or the Embassy. 


Q. Embassy? 


A. Yes. 

Q. Embassy Suites? 

A. Right. We started triaging in there and we 
were getting hit heavy with patients. About -- I'm 


giving you a rough estimate because I really don't 
remember the time. About 20 minutes to half an hour 
went by, we were told to evacuate that area due to 
major gas leaks in the area. At that point in time I 
started putting some of the equipment that I had. I 


left a lot of equipment down there because in the 21 
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years I have been there, I have never never seen 
anything like this. Never. 

We were told to evacuate the area and we were 
told to proceed down North End to Chambers, take the 
West Side Highway up to Chelsea Piers, 23 Street. At 
that point in time I think, I picked up Chief Pascale. 
I put her in the truck and I think there was also a 
Lieutenant and her aide, because they needed a ride up 
to the Chelsea Piers. I even seen Dario Gonzalez, Dr. 
Dario Gonzalez. I seen him down there. I seen 
numerous people from the Battalion down there. 

There was one point in time that we were 
scared shit. What scared the shit out of me was we 
were down there and all we heard was another aircraft 
coming, but it turned out to be, I don't know, an F-15. 

Let me tell you something you never seen 
anybody stand still, because you didn't know where to 
run, honestly. We evacuated that area and went down to 
Chelsea Piers. I started setting up a triage area down 
there and at that point in time I stood there until I 
was relieved. I came back to the station. 

Q. Okay. When you got to west side and Vesey 
and you saw Chief Villani, do you remember seeing any 


other people down there that you recognized? 
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A. I remember -- after the collapse I remember 
seeing Chief Basile. He was covered in debris because 
he was one of the Chiefs that I believe I think was in 
the pedestrian walkway when it collapsed. Also I saw 


Louie Cook down there, who was the ALS coordinator next 


door, in the division. They were covered in -- full of 
debris. 

Q. Do you remember where you saw them? 

A. About right here when we were down by triage, 


in this area. 

Q. By North End and Vesey? 

A. Yes, the hotel down there. 

Q. Yes, that's the Embassy I believe. 

A. Yes. In fact I don't remember the name of 
it. I know it's right here. 

Q. All right. Do you recall anybody with Chief 
Villani when you first arrived? 

A. I seen a Lieutenant, but I don't know his 
name. I really don't know his name. 

Q. All right. Other EMS ambulances down in the 
area? 

A. I seen one of the new MERVs from Manhattan. 
I know it was Manhattan because it was one of the new 


ones. One of the last ones we got in. I seen people 
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getting triaged in the MERV, but I couldn't tell you 
who they -- what their names or anything like that. 

Q. Okay. No problem. Heading up to Chelsea 
Piers, you picked up Chief Pascale and her aide? 

A. Right. 

Q. Do you remember roughly where you picked them 
up? Was it somewhere over here on North End or -- 

A. No, I think it was near West Side Highway. I 
think around or past Chambers Street. 

Q. North of Chambers? 

A. Yes. I think -- she was -- as a matter of 
fact, I seen her when we were triaging in that 
building. But then after the second collapse, 
everybody scattered and I didn't see her until -- up in 
that area. Like Chambers and the West Side Highway. 

Q. Okay. When tower one came down you rode that 
out in the LSU? 

A. No, that one, what I did was -- 

Q. Tower one was the second tower to fall. 

A. Right. When the second tower fell I was 
right here in this area here. I heard the rumble. 
Sorry, that was the first tower that fell. I heard the 
rumble. We were in this area here. 


Q. Right. West Side Highway and Vesey? 
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A. Right. So when that collapsed, I felt a 
tremor and I ran towards North End, but we had a cloud 
following us, so I ran around the corner to try to 
avoid it. It came down Vesey Street. Then it came 
down also Murray, so I was stuck right in the middle of 
that area. The only thing I could do was duck and ran 
into that building, but I got covered in debris because 
by the time I turned the block here, it caught me. 

Q. Right. 

A. When the second tower fell, that one we were 
right here in this area here again. That one was more, 
like I would say more powerful, because I was closer to 
it. That one I got full of debris. Also, that was 
when I jumped into the LSU truck. I didn't get a 
chance to put the key in, you know. 

Because the first time, I believe it was the 
first tower that fell, the LSU truck was here and I 
ran. I left the truck. I ran around the corner, but 
when the second tower fell, I never forget that sound. 
It sounded like a freight train passing by. I never 
forget that sound, never forget that sound. Like a 
freight train. 

Q. Okay. Anything else you would like to add, 


thoughts or comments or anything like that? No? 
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MR. RADENBERG: Okay. John, I thank you very 
much. The time is now 0708 hours. This interview 


is concluded. 


